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Crreerings o all BUNKER HILL supporters. | hope you have had a great start o spring.. W e are
doing well here in the Naorth Arabian Sea as we wrap up some addivional vime on smation supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom, As 1 am sure vou are all well aware, we are beginning the final third of
our scheduled deplovment periosd and right now we are looking forward vo a litele time off duty as we
prepare to pull in e Dubai for a lictle R&ER. The erew loved our last visit to Dubadin February and they
are anxious ta spend a little more time in the Malls and Water Parks before we get back v work ar the
end of the month.

March has been a busy month for the team, We dompleted several weeks on seation inthe Arabian Gulf
supporting the CARL VINSON as they conducred flight operations and training near Kuwair. We then
transited oot the Seraits of Hormue and econdoeted additional missions in support of troops on the
ground in Afghanistan. The time has Mown by and i is bard o believe thae b about o week we will hegin
our transit back cast (barring any unforescen schedule ehanges . Your team is pedforming very well and
carned praise from Commander, Fifth Fleer and Commander, Carrier Strike Group One for their ciforts
as Air Defense Commander over the last two months in theater. You can be proud of all that vour rcam
has done in support of our pations combatand Theater SCCUrITy MISSHons over those last many wierks,

Vo word or ewo abont the way ahead as | am sure there are many of vou who are concerned abopt how
much ime you will have with your loved ones upon return. Bottom line..we will execure a full 30 day
standd down and leave period in May/June, Following this, we will have a short underway period but
then much of Juby willalso be spent in port. We will do a reasonable amount of underway time in August
to ensure many of our new reammates are gerting rhe training they will need for the future (we expect a
ot of twrnover this summer).  We then move inta a long maintenance period when we will be in a
shipyvard ¢oviconment with no underway time. So for those who have hved through a long stretch of
deploved time for the BKH ream, there is some down time coming. More te follow on the speeifics when
we are home.

Mot mueh else to report for this month, Please keep the mail eommimg for vour sailors...they doclove
Ml Coall,

All the best to our family and friends

CAFL M. L Ford

BUNKER IIILL familv,

Husy, busve busy. Spring cleaning on BUNKER HILL bas vaken o a whole new mueaning (vou would
not BELIEVE how much dust there 1s in the air out here - many davs the blowing sand makes it seem as
if weare driving through heavy fog! L So. were cleaning up oar spaces. cledmng ap our Hles, cleaning all of
the administrative "stull off of our desks. and making preparations for the training evele when we return.
Letters from home indicare that, iF anvthing. vou all have been busicr that we have with spring sports,
family acriviticsand spring cleaning of vour own,

S youl will seein the rest of the newsletter, this month has been a continuation of our work in 5th Fleer.
Aot of Aving in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, multiple transits of the Strait of Heormue, and
several interactions with other MNavies (lran, Pakistan, and even the Russian Federation Nawvw ), We also
played host to members of the press. including Mre. Bret Stephens of the Wall Soeeet Journal and Mr. Dan
Rather. I just say that they write berter articles than | de,

IS will be my-last newsletter article as FExecutive Officer = my veliel  LCDR Jason Pamerson) will be
arriving ditring our next port visit = and | just want to take a quick moment to thank everyone onboard and
ashore for all that you de; When [ first reported, | was wold that BUNKER HILL fonctioned more like a
family thama erew =and | am happy to say that's true. It is a great ship filled with amd supported by the
most dedicared, hard w orking group imaginable. Ir has been my greal pleasure to be a part of this Familv.

sincerely.
Brian 1) Connolly

LCDR  USN
Exeeutive Officer
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BUNKER HILL Family.

The month of March flew by like an S5H-60B Scahawk helicopter Iv-by from oonrair detachment
FIS1 -4 Angry Beavers, Afrer 37 days out ar sca in the Persian Guolf and Indian OQcean, your Sailors
received another port visit to Jebel Ali and Dubai. This time around the port visit was nsed for work and
feisure ensuring maintenanee was up to date on the ship and that our Sailors still had the gpportuanicy to
rclax on their time off in the Ousis and downtown Dubai

March was packed with events all caught on camera by our very own Mass Commuanication Specialise
ind Class John Grandin. 3 reenlistment eeremonies, y Enlisted Surface Warfare Pinning's, and 27 awards
were given out during this month, he Chiel Petty Officers mess manned the grills and eooked up and
scrved burgers. hot dogs, chicken and various other food while the ercw enjoyed a stecl beach picnic and
their first swim call of the deployment

I would like ro congratlare our January to March 2e12 Sailors of the Quarter, Damage Controlman
Fireman Retland as "Blue Jacker of the Ouarter”, Sopar Pechnician 2od Class Greenc as "Junior Satlor
of the Quarter™ and Gunners Mare ise Class Quinones as "“Sailor of the Quarter.”

I'his month we hosted a couple Distinguished Visitors from prominentenvillan news agencies and our
vers own Commander of Carrier Strike Group 1 (CSG-1) Rear Adme Shannon. Brer Steplicns 4
jourmtlist from the Wall Strect Jowrmal and television news jcon Dan Rather were transferred abodard the
Bunker Hill and had the chance o experience an underway replenishment and a Seeain of Hormuz transit
and ask our Sailors whatit tkes to bea liconderoga-class guided-missile erniser Sailor,

Ihiis month | wionld like to weleome I:'I'U'Hr.ll:.'l..'li'l.l..' Exeeutive Officer Lo, Cmdr. Jason Parverson and his
Family to the Bunker HH ream amd say G winds and following seas to Lt Cmdr. Brian Connaolly and
his family who are detaching April st L Cmdre. Connolly has been a driving foree 1o the success of
Bunker Hill and the mission put forth on Carmer-Strike Group 1. L Cmdr. Connally led as Carrier
Strike Giroup Air Defense Commander on two comscoutive deplayments, I would like to thank
Informarion Systems T'echnician 2nd Class Rivera and Ombudsman Danice Toyias-forcoordinating
family video releconferences throughour this deployment, VPCS allow” our Sailors o conncet o their
fricnds and families ar home and has been a great morale booswer during these long periods away from
home, Lastly, | would ke o welecome Calinary Specialist Scaman Apprentice kerry Jones, Olperations
Specialist 2nd Class Kristofer Rogerson. Fire Controlman st Class Broee -Maples: Scaman leresa
Nguven. L j.g. Melissa Williams, Ensign Krishna Anderson and Logistie Specialist 3rd Class

Machmond Yaoss as the newest additions to our Bunker Hill Famaly asd fcam.

CMDCM Beda V. Santiago

Bunker THI Family and Friends,

Grrectings again from Dubai, UAE, As | write this we have just pulled into port again for another well
deserved break from the daily routine, 'The orew knows that we are over the hump and nearly everyvone has
been keeping their spinits ap. We have received quite a few new shipmates in the past several weeks and
Wi have had fun welcoming them inro the family. T1is always exciting o see new faces becanse they bring

new stories and experiences with them.

How is vour anticipation level for our homecoming? In my Christian tradition Faster is right around the
corner and | have been making d'point in worship services in preparing everyone for that eclebration. |
pever want Easter to/snéak up un us and then the day arrives and we are unprepared. The same goes for
our anticipation of homecoming. Mo s thie time Do commi nicite cxpectations with one anather amd make

the drcams of our first days togorher a realin.

Your Bunker THll erew has been working excremely hand and we know that you have been doing the same
on the home fromt. We'll be home soon, but in the meantime if | can be of any service to voul please do not
hesitate to contact me.

CGiod's blessings be on your and yvour family,
Chaplain Iim Dewey
deweyj@ress 2 navy. mil



WELCOME ABOARD

LT. CMDR. JASON PATTERSON

Grrectings BUNKER HILL Families and Friends.

I am extremely homwored to be joining the BUNKER HILL team as the new Exccenrive Officer of the
hest Croiser in the Flect My provions assignment was at the Navy Personnel Command in
Aillingron. I'MA. My wite, Cassandra, and | along with our twao bovs, Cooper and Chase, are veny
excited to be returning to the San Dicgo area

s | owrite this in the middle of the turmover process, 1 have been very impressed with rhe
professionalism shown by the sailors of BUNKER HITLL. 1| consider myself very lucky to be joining
this cohesive group of warfighters. While the ship's mission in the FIFTH Fleet Operating Arca may
b comimg to an end, there is still a considerable amount of work for us to do during the transit home,
From ralking to the erew in the past couple of days. the message is prerty consistent that everyone is
anxiously anticipating our return to home port. Fortunately, this summer’s schedule will afford some
much needed time o spend with family and friends. This often isn't said enough, but vour conoriburion
to the service to onr conntry 15 just as great as those of us on the ship. 1 want to pass my personal

thanks for vour sacrifice and support that you provide your loved ones.

Finally. I want to wish [Yair Winds and Following Scas to the onrgoing lxcentive (fificer. LR

Brian Connollv. He has done an outstanding job making BUNKER HILL mission ready and his Fhis issue of the Patriot details operations in the U.5.5th Fleer

presence on BUNKER HILL will be sorely missed.

area of responsibility and whar our Bunker Hill Sailors have

_ _ been up o during this last monrh. Swim calls. sreel beach
I hanks again and | look forward to mecring vou all in San [ iogio
picnics, live hre exercises and lots of training have Kept our

Very Respeetfully, sailors busy and enterrained, More than four months of this

: deployment has gone by since leaving homeport San Diego and
LOITYR dason 1 Parterson
Brecttive Offiony we are charging hard to keep the erew safe and keep their spirits

high doring this high paced deployment,



WALL STREET
JOURNAL

Birer Stephens o Wall Strect Jourmahst visired rhe
giidedsmissile crulser LSS Bunker Hill (CG 52
and Carrier Strike Geroup (U500 1 Feb, 27

Stephens visit allowed him to lcarn about sth Hect
aoperations in theatre and the unique challenges
CS0-1 and Bunker [l go throggh on a daily
basis.

“Mr. Stephens visit was made possible with the
helpof 5th Fleer, communded by Vice Admiral IFox,
as well as Rear Admiral Shannon of C50- and
Capr. Michael Ford, commanding officer of the
Bunker Hill” said Ensign Livy Coc the collareral
dury Public Affairs officer onboard the Bunker
(RETID

Fhe reporter embarked on the Bunker Hill for a
total of two davs cxperiencing the life of a
guided-missile cruiser Hailor.

lee ercam socials and an underway replenishment
gave the reporter time to talk o Satlors and sco
what happens during and afrer work hours,

stephens had the opportunity. o sit in on oz
round-rable discussion with senior officers from
CS0-1, including Admiral Shannon, Caprain Ford,
and various warfare commanders.

Bunker Hill and CSGe are currently deploved o
the 175, sth Fleet area of responsibility conducring
maritime security operations and theater sccurin
operation cifores.
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The air depargment aboard Bunker FH1 is an essential asset to the
mission put.i‘tfmnd i‘u:rc:_in the sth Fleet AOR. The crew work day
and night Keeping their two S1-60B  seahawk  helicopters
operational dnd ready o go at o moments notice, “Flight quarters.
flight quarterSSIS heard on ' daily basis letting the ship know that
wWe are Inuncﬁhgg:_’:nm] reeciving our helicoprer. Anti-submarine
wartare. hﬂﬁrﬂ&md Yescue. drug interdiction. anti-ship warfare.
cargo litt. ﬂllill_iﬁp:ﬂtﬁ'i_ﬂ__upul'-.!li-:bur- are a few of the capabilities the
Ar d::p:lrtmuﬁf'hﬁl;'t I:i‘_:'nf'r'-:r on our mission at hand,




GUNS & AMMUNITION

Sailors abeard the Bunker Hill ensure .
our weapons are in pristine working
condition during the period of our
[funderway. Maintenanee is performed
_L 'periodically to Keep our weapons ready
ro  ¢ngage at a  moments notice.
“Weapons qualifications  and
cal 'hr:’tri’un keep our sailors skilled and
re if any threat were to arisc.
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The diversity committee aboard the Bunker Hill held a
women s history month celébration on the mess decks

March 31, The ceremony began with an opening

invacation from the commanding officer and was
followed by a praver from our chaplain, The diversicy
committee prepared several speeches on prominent
women who have made a grear impact on the world and
presented  them during  the ceremony.  Culinary
Specialist 1st Class Shaw closed the celebration by

reciting a poem by Mayva Angelou,

WOMENS HISTORY MON T H gt e

READING

Our Sailors will soon be making their
Wiy home- somcthing we arc all
looking forward rol By participating in
United Through Keading®. the Sailor
and families of the LSS Bunker il
C.G-520 have . béeh able 1o stay
connected in aspedial way, The DVDs
we have reeeived and the pictures.
video, and orther responses we have sent
back have buile memaries and moments
that have served us well throughout
this deployment.  The benctits of om
nime spent reading aloud will continue
to be evident cven after our Sailor
comes home: As we ralk.abourall the
things we will soon de togecher, think
about making reading alouwd o @
regular basis one Bf those specitl
activitics,

Let us know  abolt your familv’s
experience participaging in the Unired
Through Reading™ program.  Simply
voconline and Al out o Homefront
Participants survey on our website,
www unitedthroughreading.org.  This
s vour opportunity m provide Unired
Through Reading wirh feedback thar
thev will use to continue to improve the
program, Do pot hesitate o contact
vour U'T'R Hometront Coordinator,
Cvnthia Reyes, for any questions,
comments or cOoncerns ar

eynrrevesg@gmail.com .

BENEFITS

- Fosters creative thinking, problem

nuh'ing_: and conflict resolution skills.

Expands a childs vocabulary and
enhances I.'ul;lm;:- and communicarion

sKills.

- Homecomings are easier for parent

and child.

- Increases a sense of security through
the emotional closeness  established

during reading,
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